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mosaïc::reading - the city as biotope is a master studio at Bergen Arkitektskole run 
during the autumn term 2009 by Gisle Løkken, Magdalena Haggärde, Kjerstin Uhre 
and Knut Eirik Dahl. 
 
Under the themes of new hierarchies, imbedded information, elasticity, dynamic of 
small cultures, points of departure, vulnerability and charging the landscape with new 
energy different aspects, ideas and possibilities of planning have been discussed 
and discovered - at the school in Bergen, on study trips to Malmö and Paris and on 
this blog. The blog have grown throghout the semester with the students’ work, the 
presentation of new themes and comments - you can find it all on: 

www.cityasbiotope.blogspot.com 

Here in this little textbook, we have gathered the introduction texst for each theme.
GL, MH, KED and KEU

“Every schoolboy knows”  
 
This is a phrase from the anthropologist Gregory Bateson who you may meet as a reference in our 
master studio. 
This expression can be interpreted in such a way as every architect, every taxi driver, every kid now 
knows that global challenges has to be met with full innovative force on every local level, including the 
smallest biotope. Its an awareness in the air. This involves rethinking, research and new kinds of 
explorations in the urban field, thus conceived as both built up structures and the landscape. The city 
is under pressure and has to be redefined continuosly. 
Yesterday we read and article by the researcher Maria Hellström, SLU/Alnarp/Malmø, titled The 
deverging common (Den avvikende allmenning) where she discusses Christiania in Copenhagen as 
representative of the urban non-ownership as a creative disturbance. 
An eye and an ear to deviations, divergence and that you me see as important undercurants should 
inform our studio and enter the blog. 
When the studio is going to explore change as opposed to limitless growth this joint blog for you 
students, us teachers and invited guests can bee conceived as a library, a library of change. This 
library of change is then formed by the participants and will act as a common Idea Universe, with a 
reference too the mosaic reading. 
So the moral of this blog is to launch your findings here. The expression visualising change can be 
fine to have in mind. We look forward to meet you on the blog and in Bergen.

(Posted on the blog the first day of the Studio 2009.09.01)

mosaïc::reading - the city as biotope

On-Line Papers – Copyright note
This online paper may be cited or briefly quoted in line with the usual academic conventions. You may also download 
them for your own personal use. This paper must not be published elsewhere without the author’s explicit permission.
Please note that if you copy this paper you must include this copyright note, not use the paper for commercial purposes or 
gain in any way, and you should observe the conventions of academic citation.

themes:
new hierarchies			
imbedded information				  
elasticity
dynamic of small cultures
points of departure
vulnerability
charging the landscape with new energy

authors:
  							       Gisle Løkken and Magdalena Haggarde

Knut Eirik Dahl and Kjerstin Uhre
Gisle Løkken and Magdalena haggarde

Knut Eirik Dahl, Kjerstin Uhre and Magdalena Haggarde
Gisle Løkken and Magdalena Haggarde

Kjerstin Uhre
Kjerstin Uhre



mosaïc::reading - the city as biotope 
Mosaïc::Reading serves as a metaphor both for understanding the complexity and significance of a place, as well as an 
open and inviting planning process.

A new focus on urban life forms is partly based on the fact that there has been an extreme growth in the urban 
populations in the post war period. It is also a fact that the escalating environmental crisis in the world calls for a new 
awareness both for the social and environmental conditions in the cities, but also for the increasing pressure that 
production and recreation lay on the rural and nature landscapes. The way this is handled is finally a matter of survival. 

On the background of these global realities the aim is to challenge the existing planning regime that often is too 
incomprehensive, hierarchic and linear, and therefore makes plans that are not expedient to the real needs and 
challenges. We will work with a construction of thoughts and ideas that accepts the complexity and relates to a broad 
field of knowledge and investigation. The idea is to work out new strategies for planning that are more hands-on the real 
situation, more elastic and more adaptable to changes that will come. 

There is a need for developing a continuously renewed urban language. Combined with a comprehensive and open 
process and dialogue, the planning process offers an opportunity for communication and accumulation of knowledge 
that is difficult to achieve in more traditional and linear processes. Engaging a broad diversity of competent voices, rarely 
heard in planning processes, gives an enlargement of both the democratic dimension and the competence base of the 
plan. Creating different arenas for debates and broad experimentation, forms the basis for developing new knowledge 
and finally a more advanced foundation for decisions. 

Openness and invitation are used as underlying methods to graft the plan with meaning and competence, and are used 
extendedly to find new, non-linear, ways in and around the conventional, hierarchic planning – and always, at every 
moment, be able to implant the most up-to-date and relevant solutions. 

Through this methodical investigation new answers and concept concerning the survival landscapes can appear, 
including the production landscapes and the recreational landscapes, and their relation to each other. The same ideas 
for investigating the landscape can be implemented on the social and cognitive strata of a city, or a region. It is never a 
complete picture, but can be seen as cartography over the possibilities embedded in the concept’s fundamental structure. 
A fundamental structure that addresses several scales of time and geography and which has as its intention to be at 
every single moment operative, but never concluded.

Mosaïc::reading is about methods and structures that open up instead of proposing closed images. The method accepts 
the subjective interpretation as a legitimate contribution to the methodology. Through the subjective, visual notions are 
elevated as important elements of communication, and the idea of openness reveals the possibility for a new, corporate 
and communicative language. The open dialogue and the inviting planning model are about surveying, discovering, 
evaluating and preparing the plan for unknown futures.

MH/GL

literature: 

a list of literature associated to the studio will be presented, 
as well as one specific text / collection of texts for each theme

lecturers & teachers: 

Gisle Løkken
Magdalena Haggärde
Kjerstin Uhre
Knut Eirik Dahl 

DAV-teachers: 
Johanne Løgstrup
Nis Rømer

+ invited guest lecturers 

study trips:

mindfield Malmö, september 19-27
périphérique Paris, october 18-25

assignment:

General assignement for the studio will be change. We will relate change to all the themes presented 
during the semester, and discuss change as economy and as democracy, and ultimately; change of 
the landscape as a matter of survival. Change will be discussed as a anti-thesis to growth.

Revealing Malmö’s DNA - will be the key investigation of the assignment for; ‘why change’, ‘how to 
change’, ‘what to change’ and ‘for whom to change’.
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themes:
new hierarchies					  
imbedded information				  
elasticity
dynamic of small cultures
points of departure
vulnerability
charging the landscape with new energy

schedule:

70°N arkitektur 		  www.70n.no

Dahl & Uhre arkitekter 	 www.dahluhre.no

Publik 			   www.publik.dk
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new hierarchies
Mapping the hyper normal
-the strategy of the open and unfinished plan

A traditional planning strategy is, even if it is based on laws and formal democratic processes, hierarchical and linear, and 
ideas and investigations are interpreted and implemented by a bureaucracy of experts.

In addition to the formal democratic structures in the society there is an infinite web of knowledge and informal processes 
that creates a limitless amount of interfering, weak connections. 

As an experience of the computer technology and the internet’s structure of collecting and storing data and knowledge, 
it should be possible to develop new, open and unlimited web-structures of planning. This again should open up for an 
infinite input and output of knowledge, where there has to be more focus on the process than on the final product (as a 
fixed plan). 

A hyper-mapping might be more subjective and give focus to values related to the context of the plan, than being 
strictly neutral and objective. All layers of processes, programs and events contribute to an open web. All citizens and 
all professionals can use the web and make their input of ideas, events, wishes, visions and specific knowledge. The 
knowledge becomes endless and un-abrupt. The idea would be to access the knowledge by the google method, and to 
make it for everyone to use by the wikipedia method. 

By working within the hierarchical planning system, but at the same time continuously develop the weak networks 
outside the system, an elastic, but continuously more robust rhizome structure will grow. The plan will not be enclosed 
and conclude fixed images but work along a Deleuze/Guattarian ‘lines of flight’ model. Doina Petrescu (Losing control, 
keeping desire) describes; Guattari and Deleuze’s  ‘lines’ challenge the usual designer thinking about  ‘lines’. They are 
an abstract and complex enough metaphor to map the entire social field, to trace its shapes, its borders, its becomings. 
They can map the way ‘life always proceeds at several rhythms and at several speeds’. They map individual cracks and 
collective breaks within the segmentation and heterogeneity of power. The ‘line of flight’, ligne de fuite, is defined not only 
as a simple line, but as the very force of a tangle of lines flung out, transgressing thresholds of established norms and 
conventions, towards unexpected manifestations, both in terms of socio-political phenomena and in individual destinies.

In an open plan-network it is possible for anyone to take position and to act (that means to influence the decisions) – a 
computer-assisted web is a necessity for this type of processes.

The amount of data and knowledge is limitless – the strategy is to make operational systems to receive, handle, store and 
re-call the information that is relevant, - like a librarian that that can find a book on the theme that you, at any time, need. 
The interesting evolves in the meeting and the crossing points (the folding) of information and action. In these connection 
points and foldings new things and exiting possibilities always exceed.

Through a rhizomatic thinking where former hierarchical systems no longer are valid, new ideas of validation, new 
encounters and new priorities will become relevant.      

Deligny´s use of lines differ from any other form of mapping exactly because they do not pretend to represent anything 
other than our own ignorance about what is mapped. Rather than a negative thinking, it is an active form of negative 
mapping of what is common within the members of an ‘impossible community’. (Losing control, keeping desire, from 
Architecture and participation, D.Petrescu, Routledge, London oct 2004)

GL/MH
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literature: 

Rhizome, by Gilles Deleuze / Félix Guattari, from A Thousand Plateaus / Mille Plateaux

I would prefer not to, article by Iñaki Abalos, from Natural Metaphor: Architectural Papers III

schedule: 

sept 1: 	 12.00		  opening of new school year 
		  14.00		  opening of the semester in lille auditorium
		  14.15		  presentation of the studio: City as Biotope	
				    info about the duration, presentation of the students and teachers, weekly 	
				    programmes and study trips
		  14.45		  New hierarchies; planning methods - new open planning strategies and 	
				    the traditional practice of limitations and hierarchies
		  15.15		  Mosaïc::Reading - an open method of survey and investigation for a 	
				    comprehensive understanding of complex situations
		  16.15		  introduction of the City as Biotope blog
sept 2:	 09.00		  lecture: Mapping methods - an introduction
		  10.15		  lecture: Rhizome - working with complexity
		  10.45		  discussion and presentation of theme assignment and text 

sept 8:	 09.00		  review of theme assignment, 10min presentation each, literature 		
				    discussion Rhizome, presentation of text I would prefer not to
sept 9:	 12.00		  literature discussion I would prefer not to
sept 10:			   architectural history (school program)
sept 11:			   architectural history (school program)

assignment #1: 

key word: Rhizome
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litterature: 
1Theory, Practice and Landscape, Conversation between 
Stan Allen and Florian SauterArchtectural papers III, Natural Metaphor, 
An Anthology of Essays on Architecture and Nature. ETH/Actar

When Beauty arrived in town
Conversation between the mosaic::team and Carola Wingren.
First published (in swedish) at www.mosaic-region.no

schedule: 
sept 15:	 09.00		  lecture: imbedded information
		  10.30 		 presentation of assigment#2
		  12.00-18.00	 (individual) dialogues	
sept 16:	 09.00		  lecture: The MARG experience - the city under pressure
		  10.00		  discussions on assigment#2
		  11.00-14.00	 (individual) dialogues
sept 20-26 			   Study trip to Malmö, program follows

assignment #2: 
key word: encircling the Malmö dynamics
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Found papers and texts, and parts of texts, gives direction and connects to a way of thinking, to a concept, a 
project. 
The notions we introduce in this studio was not apparent and clear, ready for use, when we started out on our two 
explorations in the Öresund metropole. They evolved and appeared through series of readings and experiments 
with a kind of hyper awareness and eagerness related to change.
In Florian Sauters conversation with Stan Allen the notion imbedded information relates to what a concept, a 
project, introduces and opens for:
 “One of the things we learnt from Bateson is that he understands ecology as information exchange. He is 
essentially applying a kind of cybernetic model to natural ecologies. This seems to me very powerfull for a number 
of reasons.: first of all it does not idealize natural ecology as opposed to social ecology or any other kind of 
ecology. In other words you can understand all of them as systems of informational exchange. For example 
if you look at Central Park: it is a landscape with a certain amount of imbedded information. That imbedded 
information could be comprehended from the fact that the traffic is separated at different levels or that there is 
a way people have of using it with big open spaces that provoke one kind of activity and dense landscapes that 
provoke another kind of activity.
You can separate Central Park from its sort of cultural or historical context and then you can understand what 
works about it. The brilliance of Central Park arises from this continued usability”  and Stan Allen summons up in 
this way:
“Olmsted hit the dynamic just right: there is enough information to keep the system alive, but not to much 
to overdeterminate the uses”1.

From our side the introduction of this notion is directed to what is to come, it is forward orientated. To keep in 
the terminology of landscape we can say that temporality, concepts that can give a direction, an architecture 
and landscape attitude that invites multiple actions, interpretations and programme represent this kind of 
embeddedness.

That what is imbedded in also introduces a kind of research that evolves between surface and deep structure. 
When it comes to the discovery and observation of how things relates the notion can be described in this way, 
from another field of knowledge:
 “Metadata represents a crucial difference between electronic and printed documents. All the information in a 
paper document is displayed on its face. Not so with electronic documents. Electronic documents carry their 
history with them. Paper shows what a document said or looked liked – metadata tells where the document went 
and what it did.” (Embedded information in electronic documents. Why metadata matters by Scott Nagel in Law 
Practice today/2004)

Related to the global financial crises the critical journey that researchers, journalists and critics now explore – in 
the metadata - discover a problematic embeddedness between economic action and social structure to put it 
mildly. Therefore the philosopher Jürgen Habermas can be interviewed  on www.signandsight.com under the 
heading Life after Bankruptcy!

When we discovered Iñaki Ábalos, El Paix chronicle “I would prefer not” as part of the up-front Mosaic reading, a 
paper document, we discovered his conclusion: “ A credible map of  sustainability has yet to be drawn, but 
there can be no doubt that other aspects already trailed and trialled have run out of whatever credibility they had”.
This lines, imbedded in the text, was presented as the headliner for the mosaic concept and informed our project, 
gave a direction to it.

In the Nordhavnen project the imbedded information concerning the status of Öresundet in different scientific 
research, in the text and images from our guest writer Peter Sylwan showing a dying biotope, with surface earth 
floating into the sea and warnings from the biologist Peder Agger on the possible dystopic futures alerted our 
concept, informed it and gave birth to the introduction of the edge dynamics between land and sea – and the 
introduction of the archipelago of biodiversity. The deep structure of knowledge, the imbedded information on the 

seascape informed our project, and gave its direction.
In the Mosaïc reading the guest can be seen as the projects imbedded 
information. Each guest opens their library exploring the mosaic-concept. A 
conversation in the mosaic concept with professor Carola Wingren, who we will 
meet at SLU in Malmø, is titled When beauty arrived in town ends like this:

Mosaic team:
“And what is such a new topography in a landscape that is to be strengthened 
as a network of biotopes, that must be understood as a productive landscape of 
a new type, and that shall “farm out” new urban qualities?”
CW
“That we apparently don’t know. That’s what it is about. To give opportunities and game rules so these 
processes can gain speed. I would like to describe it as a mesh of….why not “biotopes”,  that can be looked 
upon and changed in different layers, and where every human being is a significantly more important actor than 
we have seen up to now in Malmø”.

It is a fact that 30% of the inhabitants of Malmö lives in a kind of diaspora (Carolas phrase), with imbedded 
information that can reformulate attitudes and actions in both the urban setting and its landscape that informs 
her thinking. Its our attitude toward the migrant that encloses or unfolds this embeddedness as creative force.

Related to discoveries in the Malmø DNA, how our rethinking, research and new kinds of explorations unfolds, 
We will propose this kind of attitude towards conceptual thinking: Our method is to launch some initial decisions 
that can expect to release a reaction both in the excisting urban landscape and in the city to come – to hit the 
right dynamic, with traces to follow so to speak.
KED/KEU



Malmö findings
Introducing five sites in Malmö:

The five sites in Malmö are immensely different in terms of time and space, and are characterized and shaped by different 
historical events, different labour activity, different inhabitants and cultural influence. Seen as future comings, the sites 
have different prosperity, as landscape for urbanization, recreation, or production.

Every landscape and every townscape contains a comprehensive web of knowledge that is interesting for a planner to 
know about. This will of course be information of very different kind, of very different interest and on very different scales, 
but nevertheless it is an obligation for a planner to find and take use of what Deleuze describes as; every thing that 
comes in our way, without being prejudiced. Jumping to conclusions is not compatible to an open planning process, and 
we can never predict what will inform us most, and what will be of most interest for the process.

When the leader of the town planning office in Malmö; Christer Larsson, talks about ‘The Fourth City Space’ he talks 
about an intermediate space of a possible new kind that lays as an interconnecting field among all the spaces of human 
activity we already know about. Projected on the landscape it opens up for a new dimension of folding and connectivity 
that has the possibility of being limitless. Planners (…) could play along the folds and (…) become swept up by the 
variable consistency of a certain context: a Deleuzoguattarian ‘voyage in place’ opening up potentialities for ‘people-to-
come’. (Dole in Hillier: Stretching Beyond The Horizon) 

The otherness of a situation is obviously becoming a bigger and bigger part of the contextual understanding, either it is 
new strata of culture and under currents, or the impact of ecological changes on the landscape. Change and adaptability 
have become inevitability linked to survival. To remind on Batesons words; We are not outside the ecology for which 
we plan – we are inevitably a part of it. And; The new invention gives elbow room or flexibility, but the using up for that 
flexibility is death. (Both in: Gregory Bateson, Ecology and Flexibility in Urban Civilization in Steps to an ecology of mind. 1972/2000)

G/M

themes:
new hierarchies					  
imbedded information				  
elasticity
dynamic of small cultures
points of departure
vulnerability
charging the landscape with new energy

schedule:

litterature: 

Walking in the city, by Michel de Certeau from The Practice of Everyday 
Life, Part III - Spatial Practices

schedule: 

sept 20: 	 15.30		  meet for study trip intro at the Louisiana cafeteria, see the exhibition 	
				    ‘Fremtidens arkitektur er grøn’ before
sept 21:	 10.00		  DAV with Publik, meet at Konferensrummet, Kommendanthuset, 		
				    Malmöhusvägen 5 for intro, lectures and presentation of research project
sept 22: 	 11.00		  meet with Publik outside the main entrance of the Central Railway Station, 	
				    be prepared to walk and bring your lunch
		  19.00		  meet with the Alnarp students at Tempo, Möllevångstorg
sept 23:  	 10.00		  visit the Malmö sites / work with your DAV project
sept 24:	 10.00		  Alnarp dialogues (bus 133 to Alnarp takes about 30 min www.skanetrafiken.se)
sept 25:	 11.00		  meet with Publik at Café SMAG at Malmö Konsthall, St Johanesgatan 7, 	
				    for consultation, discussion and review
sept 26:			   visit sites
		

Florian Sauter:
‘Do you see in landscape 
urbanism movement a 
possibility to regain a sort 
of power to structure our 
environments , as opposed 
to simply erecting beautiful 
and iconic objects that are 
functioning along corporate 
market conditions?’

Stan Allen:
‘Absolutely. I think that it 
inserts architecture into 
questions of infrastructure 
and the construction of 
the site itself. It blurs the 
boundary between the 
object and the field. All 
these aspects I think are 
here to say that there is 
a very broad category 
of architecture that is 
not per se a building. 
That could be surfaces, 
roads, infrastructure, and 
construction in the site’
Theory, Practice and 
Landscape, Natural Metaphor 
- Architectural Papers:

YTTRE RINGVÄGEN

SEGE Å / TOARP

“Beautiful, not strictly in 
the sense of an aesthetic 
quality resulting from 
the sensational, but 
because the dispersed 
city, when it knows how to 
accommodate this mixture 
of uses and meanings, can 
open onto the landscape 
and the industrial 
countryside, ensuring a 
strong transition.”
Intermediate Natures – 
the landscapes of Michel 
Desvigne

“Places are not 
homogenous as in being 
experienced equally by 
its inhabitants. Groups 
from different social 
layers, different ethnic 
background, of different 
ages and sexes would 
describe the place in 
different ways. They 
would belong to different 
practices, they would have 
different understandings 
of the world and value the 
surroundings differently. 
They would have different 
stories, memories and 
experiences, and would 
thereby live in different 
places even if they inhabit 
the same location.”
Region and Identity, 
from Mosaïc::Region, by 
Odd Are Berkaak – prof. 
socialanthropology

MÖLLEVÅNGEN

ROSENGÅRD

“It is important to identify 
the lacks in representation, 
what and who is/are not 
represented, and to not 
only make them visible, 
but to use this opportunity 
as creative potential to 
benefit previously invisible 
actants”.
Stretching beyond the 
Horizon, Jean Hillier

VÄSTRA HAMNEN

”The Implications of 
this new definition of 
waterfronts is that they 
can no longer be seen as 
narrowly defined terrestrial 
margins, but rather as fluid 
Zones, subject to forces 
and circumstances (…) 
The littoral Zone is the 
Zone in which these forces 
are most actively engaged. 
We argue that the future 
for the contemporary 
waterfront lies within this 
rethinking, the opening of 
new design possibilities 
through an understanding 
of and privileging of the 
different hydrological 
forces at work in the littoral 
zone…”  
Littoral machines, how 
waterfronts becomes coasts
IFLA 2008 Proceedings of 
the 45th World Congress of 
the International Federation 
of Landscape Architects – 
“Transforming with Water”
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elasticity
A ‘high’ civilization shall contain whatever is necessary (…) to maintain the necessary wisdom in the human population 
and to give physical, aesthetic, and creative satisfaction to people. There shall be a matching between the flexibility 
of people and that of the civilization. There shall be diversity in the civilization, not only to accommodate the genetic 
and experimental diversity of persons, but also to provide the flexibility and ‘preadaptation’ necessary for unpredictable 
change. (Gregory Bateson, Ecology and Flexibility in Urban Civilization in Steps to an ecology of mind. 1972/2000, p.503)

Even though Bateson wrote this paper in 1970 it contains a strong prediction of the coming climate changes and a 
foreseeing of the challenges that planners and architects have to deal with concerning profound ecological matters. 
Bateson prescribe the survival of our Civilization as closely linked to our understanding of natural processes; We are not 
outside the ecology for which we plan – we are inevitably a part of it. (IBID p. 512) The new invention gives elbow room or 
flexibility, but the using up for that flexibility is death. (IBID p. 503)

The mosaic-metaphor is a picture of everything that happens, both on a physical and on a metaphysical level. A mosaic 
inspired planning must contain a strategy for seeing, finding, and adapting everything that goes on. If one piece of the 
mosaic is painted in a different colour, the picture changes, - not much, but the sum of many small pieces changed, 
eventually gives a totally new picture. The colours of the pieces are depending on political visions, local initiatives and the 
collective will in the region. 

Our postulate is that the Öresund region is anti-generic but adaptable. Anti-generic means multifarious and unique, 
generated of specific landscapes, long impact of historical events and individual performance. In addition the region has 
an opening towards the world through economical, political and technological structures. The success of adaptation, 
sturdiness and change in the region, is dependent on the will to develop open structures, and on the self image and 
collective hubris of the people living there. Today’s region is not homogeneous and in a mosaic inspired planning it will 
open up for a wider equivalence in how the different pieces are perceived and treated. 

 
Any system of nature and culture is in reality based on interaction and dynamic. It is therefore easy to argue that a 
planning method that is going to handle such dynamic systems has to be elastic and dynamic. This in opposition to a 
more traditional, linear and hierarchical planning regime, that to a far extent is built up on simplification and limitation. 

Bateson talks about survival not in resisting change, but in terms of accommodating change. It means that your thinking 
has to be every bit as fluent and adaptive as the kind of systems you are talking about. In other words you can not 
apply rigid or dogmatic principals to systems that are themselves fluent, adaptable, changing and always incorporating 
feedback. (…) It is a way of thinking that mirrors the dynamism of ecological systems themselves.
(Stan Allen in dialog with Florian Sauters, ‘Theory, practice and landscape in Natural metaphor’, architectural papers III, 
2007)

The basic purpose of the plan as a dynamic process will always be as a tool, in opposition to how it often works today; 
as a goal in it self. The idea of the plan should change from creating rigid structures to process a continuous work in 
progress.  

GL/MH
    

literature: 

Ecology and Flexibility in Urban Civilization, by Gregory Bateson in Steps to an ecology of mind

schedule: 

sept 29: 	 09.00		  debriefing Malmö, Lille auditorium
sept 30:	 10.00		  Elasticity, text and assignment
		
oct 6:		  09.00		  supervision (details later)
oct 7:		  09.00		  supervision (details later)

assignment: 

key words: Elasticity, adaptation, transformation and survival
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Our research and observations  in the Mosaïc period set a searchlight on different aspects of how to aquire 
knowledge, how to enlargen our views and how to direct our studies, summoned up in this phrase : What 
informs our project? 
Inherent in this lies a critical approach to planning statements and strategies that is more reductionist in its 
approach and methods. At a certain point in our Mosaïc explorations we discovered the urgent need for voices 
and capacities in fields unknown to us. Through an advanced research and with a little help from knowledgeable  
friends we discovered a series of possible guests all over Scandinavia, hitherto unknown to us, who were invited 
to enter our concept, charge it and transform it. Peter Sylwan, who you met at Alnarp was one of these guests, 
who we met in person for the first time at this event.

The introduction to this kind of offensive discovery of unknown voices (for us) had as its stepping stone our 
joint research under “The Year of City Development in Tromsø.  Most significantly in what we called The City 
of Chronicles, in this one year time-out and reflection on the appearing city. With KED as editor 40 articles 
from sources usually not known as informators in the world of planning appeared every Saturday in the main 
newspaper  in the Northern region. These voices, a pressure from inside the city, interpreted the outside 
pressure, a changing world, as formative for the planning strategies for the future city. One interpretation of the 
notion weak voices lies inherent in that these voices where not heard before – they appeared through an intense 
research for new competence. We discovered them, so to speak.

The attitude towards these voices was described in this way in the Mosaïc::Region under the heading The 
elasticity of the thought and the plan:
“We pinpoint our guests from a field of knowledge, an energy network, and we are the receiving station. For us 
earlier ‘weak voices’ become meaning-bearing and visible. The anthropological term ‘the gift’ may be meaningful 
in our dialogue between adaptive performing spaces and mind fields. We have learned that only an ongoing 
and loving openness in this mosaïc must be the norm. Although not ‘everyone’ involves in the open network, 
an (op)position developes that in the mosaïc-search is in a moving conversation with the superstructures - and 
undercurrents.  
When we ‘charges the landscape with new energy’ and discusses ‘the producing landscape’, we are in a 
discourse of the larger time span, in a larger shared scale between the two countries in the region. We open 
the discourse in an era in history where the imbalance is a recognition, that planning institutions of all types are 
challenged to take in. The tableau of images of change generated by our visits in the future pinpoints the need 
for new types of collaborations between hegemonic institutions both in the region and in the wider European 
field. Meanwhile we are in the core (the internal life) of the mosaïc and discuss examples that strengthen the 
considerations. 
Elasticity of thought where ‘everyone can have a position’ can thus lead to a rupture in the planning regimes. ‘The 
Plan’ must therefore extend its elastic field, and recognize the ‘discursive nature’ by opening the different bases, 
cultures and practices - and understand this as the ‘gift’.  
‘Almost immediately, reality collapsed at several points - the truth is that it wanted to give way (Borges)”

When KED guest-edited the magazine MARG, on the city, he was introduced to a story about an owner of a 
bookshop in Beirut who had as his ambition and intention to keep his bookshop open during all periods of war in 
Beirut, which he mostly has managed. Keeping open this tiny little bookshop as a continuous feature and vibrant 
location in the (dramatic) changing cartography of the city. The beauty of this stamina, this tiny culture, confirms 
the possible discovery of importance on all levels of the activities in a city that can inform our way of thinking. To 
learn to appreciate and observe different events and activities that can repaint our mosaic, charge it with new 
meaning. 
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At ’Tromsø Kunstforening’  there is now a stunning photo exhibition by Rune Eraker 
titled The Dream of Europe. Through travels to Morocco, Algeria, France, Malaysia, 
Turkey, Cuba, Africa and Romania this exhibition has come into being. It was first 
presented at The Nobel Peace Center in Oslo. Related to our topic, this quote from 
Director Benthe Erichsens preface to the book following the exhibition is informative:
‘ In The Dream of Europe Eraker combines individual stories into a larger whole, 
thereby revealing political and cultural dynamics and structures that might 
otherwise be hard to discern’.
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Next week we are visiting Paris, a city known historically as an attractor on different migrants who has shaped 
and formed French life and culture, we will explore The dynamics of small cultures and we will meet Doina 
Petrescu. Magdalena opens up our Paris journey in this way:

The micro politics of small cultures - aaa and urban tactics
How to discover and make visible the small cultures and develop their dynamics, to capture desires, know-
hows, relationships and skills?

When the ‘small culture’ is not a network of researchers eager to put into play their knowledge but people 
invisible not only in the political and planning processes but even in the public space and life: illegal immigrants, 
women confined by cultural expectations or people linguistically and/or socially restricted. People that for 
different reasons never show up on those citizen meetings (that most of the time is the only, and compulsory, 
outcome of ‘participation’ in planning) to claim their point of view or knowledge, but still living a strong, pertinent 
and parallell reality in our cities.

Doina Petrescu and her studio aaa (atelier d’architecture autogerée – studio for self-managed architecture  
(http://urbantactics.org/) in Paris are using the tactics of micro-political acting and participation to ‘create 
relationships between worlds’.

By the use of everyday activities such as gardening, cooking, playing, chatting etc they make it possible for 
those previously excluded to participate and even change roles in an ongoing process of architecture and (local) 
politics: the cook becomes a debater, the inhabitant an architect and the urbanist becomes an activist. Attending 
by one accessible entry releases the possibility of participation on another level of collaboration and exchange. 
Disused urban spaces in disadvantaged areas are transformed into poetic and political gardens of urban 
biodiversity.

schedule: 
oct 14: 	 09.00		  assignment #3 review	
oct 15: 	 09.00		  assignment #3 review	
		  12.00		  presentation of assigment #4
				    short lecture on dynamic of small cultures	

assignment #4:  		  key word: what informs your project?

oct 19-23			   Study trip to Paris	
litterature: 			   ’Losing control, keeping desire’ by Doina Petrescu		
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In the Mosaïc concept we described this attitude under the heading The Dynamics of small cultures:
“Research on premature infants in Lund is world leading, a reference culture in dialogue with a network of other 
premature cultures. This mini culture is trying to increase the population growth in the Öresund region, in a 
simultaneous dialogue with the leading research journal ‘Pediatrics’. 
The small culture of the Art Academy in Malmö has allied itself with a handful of state of the art art scenes 
worldwide and is growing out of its pre-stage.  
The multi-cultural youth movement in Copenhagen has been out every Thursday to defend and develop the small 
vulnerable biotope “Ungdomshus”. Attempts at normalization of Christiania have the intent to direct that earlier 
attraction into a disappearing landscape. 
The region’s immigrant model, Malmö, is a universe of small cultures merging into the cityscape after Friday 
prayers in the mosque - and become something else than a superstructure.  
The mosaic Metro-Polis quality is the small worlds of cultures and their networks and intersections, locally and 
globally.  However, demarcations and the distance to small (vulnerable) cultures dominate the larger political 
picture in the metropolis. 
If the border between the two countries is to be challenged, the political challenge will be the sensitivity for the 
diversity in small cultures and the perceiving of their dynamics. 
When the COP-15 launches “what we must understand and what we must do” in December 2009, it is the energy 
and talent in urban habitats, their motivations, that can emerge as a reliable map of a sustainable Metro-Pole, in 
a new premature situation”. 

The notion The dynamics of….. is our transformation of the title of the classical landscape study from 1988 
by Peder Agger and Jesper Brandt titled The Dynamics of small biotopes in the Danish agricultural 
landscapes, where they say in the introduction: 
“Hedges, roadside verges, drainage ditches, small brooks, bogs, marl pits, natural ponds, thickets, prehistoric 
barrows and other small uncultivated areas laying within and between the fields in the Danish terminology are 
named ‘small biotopes’. Conceptually they correspond to the ‘network’ that is embedded in a ‘matrix’ of 
cultivated fields as defined by Forman and Godron (1986). They can also be described as “ecotopes”, the 
smallest unit to be studied in the landscape (Naveh 1984)…..” 
In our interpretation refering to ‘systems of informational exchange’ (Bateson) this set a possible searchlight 
for our observations on what is embedded in the Malmö matrix.

In our contiunos interwiev with Stadsbyggnadsdirektør Christer Larsson the next question to him is titled Does 
she speak Arabic. Refering to how Malmö explores the network that is embedded in the migrant community. We 
have asked Tove Helen on bases of her cartographic exploration, to enter into this question and she asks: 
“I see the numbers, where are the facts?  
Visiting Malmö through the internet, I got to know that people from 171 different nations live in the city. These 
people represent almost 40 % of all ”Malmöers”. Getting to know Malmö by diving in to the world of statistics, 
I understand that ”new malmöers” are representing 12 - 60 % of the population in every township. At least 38 
nations are represented in each township by more than 10 persons. Centrum got inhabitants from 94 different 
nations. The nation that is biggest represented in one township, is Irak with 2881 persons. Encircling the city of 
Malmö and being a visitor that sees all the different townships by foot, by cycle, by buss, I find the expression 
of different social layers, different life situations and different ways of living. But, I can’t see and I can’t stop 
wondering, where does the diversity, richness and potential of all the new malmöers come to expression? By 
using Knut Eiriks formulation “ Does she speak Arabic?”, I wonder... Where is her cultural treasure expressed? 
How is her cultural treasure expressed? When is her cultural treasure expressed?.

The dynamics of small cultures introduces an awareness both related to expertise, unknown voices and voices 
usually unheard of. The interior of this notion demands a new type of observation and definitely it demands a 
vibrant cartography, or a (personal) rhizomatic library, leading up to the notion what informs your project. The 
asignment 4 also contains the journey to Paris and possible comparative studies on Malmö and Paris. Up to the 
5th asignment, Points of Departure, after Paris, we want you to charge the aspects that are important in your 
Malmö City Reader and address how they will inform your project and your next step.
KED/KEU



Paris
Grands Projets – Grand Paris
In Paris politics and architecture have always been inseparable. Historically with the power establishing buildings of 
ancient kings and Haussmann’s boulevard system cutting open the intricate medieval streets to avoid subversive and 
revolutionary movements to grow in the hidden. In modern time presidents have had the tendencies wanting to leave 
their mark on Paris. Mitterand is the one who has up to now been the most grandiose builder with an impressive list 
of architectural projects realized or started during his governance (the Louvre glass pyramide by IM Pei, the Musee 
d’Orsay, La Villette (a complex at the northeastern edge of the city that includes a vast science museum and an 
exhibition hall. It also has an extraordinary park by Tschumi, a music center by Portzamparc, and the latest is a concert 
hall by Nouvel), the Institute of the Arab World by Nouvel, l’Opéra de la Bastille by Carlos Ott, the Grande Arche of la 
Défense by Spreckelsen, headquarters for the Ministry of Finance at Bercy by Paul Chemetov and Borja Huidobro, la 
Très Grande Bibliothèque by Dominique Perrault).

These were called ‘les Grands Projets’ and Mitterand stated architecture as ‘le premier des arts’. If Mitterand had his 
‘Grand Projets’ Sarkozy now takes it to another scale with his ‘Grand Paris’ project. One of his first presidential acts was 
to invite teams of world famous architects, both for a conference and debate on Paris’ architecture and urbanism, and 
also to create parallell proposals for Grand Paris.

The power of architecture is to be a barometer of the society’s well being. It is an advanced indicator, one of the great 
nuclear/core questions of our time. Nicolas Sarkozy

Infrastructural change
In parallell Mayor Delanoë lanced a project less grandiose and glittering in appearance but surely of a greater importance 
in the everyday lives of the parisians – the remodeling of the parisian traffic systems. A, at the time, provocative act was 
to take space from the already perturbated car streets to create bus corridors and bicycle lanes, today considered a 
success. From the start in year 2000 there was 200km of bicycle lanes in Paris, this has been almost doubled until today, 
and another 200km will be added before 2014. This in addition to the Vélib’ system of rental bikes (about 20 000 bikes 
with stations about every 300 meters) has contributed to a change in the way parisians transport themselves, and even 
think of their city.

Parks and public space
In many big cities projects of public space implemented on different scales have alltogether had an impact both on 
the appearance and the citizens’ possibilities for using the city. In Paris the (re)making of several important parks (La 
Villette, Citroën, Bercy) and the covering of parts of the périphérique ring road are part of a structural transformation on 
a city scale. On a more local community scale gardens and participatory projects are working on the use of small public 
spaces as well as democracy through practice and acting.

M+G

literature: 

Losing control, keeping desire, article by Doina Petrescu from Architecture and participation

schedule: 

oct 19:	 10.00		  Cité de l’architecture et du patrimoine - meet at the stairs, garden side
				    lunch and discussion
		  afternoon	 Centre Pompidou
oct 20:	 10.00		  Quai Branly - meet in the garden outdoor café, then we’ll walk to
				    Palais de Tokyo
		  afternoon	 additional program
oct 21:	 10.00		  Promenade plantée
		  18.00		  56 St Blaise - meeting and discussions with aaa 
oct 22				   individual investigations 
oct 23				   individual investigations

optional / recommended: 

Pavillon de l’Arsenal 
Fondation Cartier (Nouvel)
Parc André Citroën (Clément)
Parc de la Villette (Tschumi)
La Très Grande Bibliothèque (Perrault) and surroundings
Cité de la Mode (Jakob MacFarlane)
Institut du Monde Arabe (Nouvel)
Jussieu Atrium (Périphérique)
+ other proposals to be announced when we meet..
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points of departure

schedule: 

oct 29: 	 09.00		  debriefing Paris + Points of Departure, Lille auditorium

nov 2-6:			   Cross Course

nov 10-11:			   DAV with Publik, more details later (NB! DAV assignment review!)

assignment: 

key word: Points of Departure
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-what informs your project?

The term Points of Departure used as a planning tool is an invention made by 70°N/D&U for the competition entry 
Excentral Park - Edge Dynamics, in the Nordhavnen competition, Copenhagen 2008/-9 - (though used by others with 
partly different meaning; - e.g. Henry Lefèbvre in Urban Revolution, as a theoretical starting point for analyzing urban 
conditions; taking real life as the point of departure, (Lefèbvre, Critique of Everyday Life, Volume One)). 

The intention of the PoD is to confront the recent processes and ideas on urban planning and the strong belief in making 
long-term and rigid images of urban development structures. It is an attempt to define urban planning as something 
more than urban design. By creating and defining the Points of Departure we are investigating and looking for entries 
to a process and a project that contains a sort of otherness, -but which are strongly connected to the situation and the 
landscape. The PoDs could represent an open attitude to the imbedded information there is, and lift the importance of 
weak voices and small cultures (see previous texts).

In the Nordhavnen competition the PoDs were a reaction to the programme invitation to make plans for a period of 
50-60 years. Instead of creating a fixed urban fabric for the future, we opened for a long-term strategy of adaptation, 
changeability, resistance from nature and culture, and in general; -a planning strategy of elasticity. In addition to the 
physical information we find, the cognitive aspects of the situation open for a comprehensive approach, e.g.: -the 
historical relevance of the site, -the idea for an ideal urban life, -the context of neighbours and inhabitants and so on.

Creating PoDs is an exercise in investigating the hidden possibilities in a situation, -for making a starting point and an 
entry to the plan and the project, and finally create a consciousness about; -what informs your project?

From the competition text to the (70°N/D&U) entry; Exentral Park - Edge Dynamics, describing the use of PoDs in 

Nordhavnen:

Points of Departure / PoDs - Activating the Field
Activating the Field is to create a ‘hyper responsive milieu’ where it is possible to leave an imprint - something that 
one can return to, charge with energy and follow in time.

The dynamics of small cultures
The urban utopia created for Nordhavnen comprises a diversity of small cultures and programmes not easily attainable 
in usual developer-run processes. In the competition programme for Nordhavnen both Århusgade and Fiskerihavnen 
are mentioned as ideal milieus one wants to preserve in the coming plan. In our strategy for Nordhavnen we insert 
small enclaves (sociotopes) of free, imaginative and provocative structures to be established now, and continuously, - 

independent of the plan’s timelines. These Points of Departure can be seen as embedded resistance and meaning 
in the future urban fabric. The coming urban structure has to embrace and meet these programs in the same way 
as the Barcelona Cerda-plan is dispersed in the meeting with the old village of Gracia, and Paris’ Haussmann axes 
deviate when meeting ‘les buttes’ (aux Cailles/Montmartre). Strategically this is a new way to establish constructive 
resistance in large urban projects, learning from historical urban renewal processes. 

Complex, dynamic fields of life forms and accumulated knowledge exist on several levels in Copenhagen and its 
region. Through such action this may evolve into a sustainable voice in the urban development process, and at the same 
time disturb a unilateral and defined developer-run process and imprint it with new meaning. This evidently is true for 
those people who through time will settle in the area, but also for those landscape structures and events, which will be 
initiated. In planning terms it represents the importance of weaker economies and voices that, allowed to work on all 
timescales in Nordhavnen, representing an archipelago of formative opportunities in a constructive resistance to all linear 
development. This gives us the possibility to create what the voices of the citizens express as: ‘No-regulation Zones’, 
‘Use temporary functions and features’, ‘A bit rough, messy and unpolished, it would be great to be able to plan the 
unpolished’, ‘The unexpected is attractive’.

Urban woods 
In preserved places within a demarcation one invites to tree planting. This might be 
initiated somehow as a land art experience from the start and provides a possibility 

for the inhabitants of Copenhagen to acquire a physical and mental belonging to 
Nordhavnen. In the later urban development the woods planted will yield resistance in 
the structures and become programmatic crossings. The urban woods of Nordhavnen 
will belong to the mythical narrative constituting the identity of Nordhavnen from the 
beginning.

Urban gardening and agriculture
In citizen meetings, quoted in the competition programme, strong wishes arose: ‘Nordhavn might become the green 
part of town’, or as a field which ‘one might set aside for experimentation’.
In a demarcation of fields and lines, an urban farming and gardening strategy can be explored with two options: 
Cleaning the infected ground over time and establishing temporal, seasonal large scale qualities in the global field 
Nordhavnen - gardens of urban delight. Both Excentral Park and the delimited fields for built-up structures will in 
time be introduced for intermediate actions, landscapes and programmes that due to its quality might give a long term 
impact on the spatial concept, - to be formulating Points of Departure.

G/M (D&U/70°N)
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vulnerability 
This text is written with the possible vulnerability of the event taking place in Copenhagen in December, the United Nations 
Climate Conference in my mind – be aware.

Vulnerability is one of the basic conceptions of survival. It is an aggregate measurement that indicates susceptibility to be 
harmed. Vulnerability is an intimate term in the sense that it is rooted in deep human experiences. At the same time it applies 
to systems of all scales from the smallest biotope to global systems, on all categories and all sectors of society. It floats 
through language, adapting content from the given context and it always occurs with specific sets of associations borrowed 
from the context it appears in. 

Architecture and planning interacts with a wide range of disciplines. As an architect you need to get an overlook, an 
understanding of the dynamics in fields far outside our own discipline. How to get there? We already, by keeping updated on 
the news, know too much about climate change, injustice, financial crisis, poverty and wars to be touched by it. Only rarely 
something floats up, an image, a story, and moves us. We know too much and it does not exist. But in the undercurrent of 
this flow of information it is possible to find people, experts on their field, researchers, humanitarian workers and artists that 
lend their eyes and voice to for us invisible people. You have all done discoveries on the web, and we have shared with 
you our findings through the tests we have introduced. These observations and findings can bring the dynamics of wast 
theoretical fields and actions within range, opening up for a possible cartography of vulnerability – a discovery.

In mosaic::region, we related to vulnerability issues in this way:
Vulnerability mapping is a part of our anti-generic mindset where plurality and diversity is crucial, and where the mosaic’s 
unique strength is to be grown and processed. This applies of course the maintenance and protection of a diverse nature, 
but it applies just as fully to the Sociotopes of different origins that are vulnerable to economical and political pressure and 
change. In both  cases, it is all about strengthening by linking together and open up for new opportunities, rather than 
to preserve. 

Through a hyper mapping of the super normal the survey answers with a flexible and evolving strategy, where the 
vulnerable, first and foremost are protected by active intervention, and not primarily through boundaries. 

Vulnerability is the new Geography
While the vulnerability on the personal level is universal, the geography of vulnerability is specific. Stresses and resources 
are unequally distributed. Global forces and local dynamics interact and produce varying regional conditions. When this 
information is put together, a new geography is revealed, a geography where vulnerability comes in the foreground. This 
cartography spans from the local to the international. Researchers enter this geography from different disciplines, with 
different tools, traditions and interest. Vulnerability mapping and assessments are produced in all sectors of society. They 
are made to provide decision makers with necessary knowledge to protect and strengthen vulnerable social, economic and 
natural systems. 

When the impact from climate change and variations becomes manifest, it comes on top of already existing stresses, 
interacts with them and makes them worse.  As the insight of climate change began to make its presence throughout the 
1990s, vulnerability assessments began to focus on vulnerability in relation to environmental changes combined with socio-
economic vulnerability of individuals and groups. 

IPCC’s 4 report from 2007, provides an overview on the geography of vulnerability under climate change. Here they use a 
specific definition on the term vulnerability in relation to adaptive capacity:
Adaptive capacity is the ability of a system to adjust to climate change (including climate variability and extremes) to 
moderate potential damages, to take advantage of opportunities, or to cope with the consequences.
Vulnerability is the degree to which a system is susceptible to, and unable to cope with, adverse effects of climate change, 
including climate variability and extremes. Vulnerability is a function of the character, magnitude, and rate of climate change 
and variation to which a system is exposed, its sensitivity, and its adaptive capacity. 

The impacts of climate change have big regional variations, but are registered in the whole biosphere. Developing countries, 
those who have contributed least to the co2 emissions, are worst affected by the consequences. Large and growing 
populations are climate refugees. The human potential of entire regions is used up in a daily fight for survival. When a 
country is preoccupied to tackle drought, flood, famine and conflict, it loses the creative expression of entire generations and 
the potential to work their way out of poverty and bring the world forward.

recomended reading: 
4th assasment 2007, Working Group II Report “Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability” summary for 
policymakers: http://www.ipcc.ch/pdf/assessment-report/ar4/wg2/ar4-wg2-spm.pdf  

schedule: 

nov 17: 	 09.00-17.00	 Supervision		
nov 18:	 09.00		  Vulnerability introduction
		  10.00-17.00	 Supervision
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Vulnerable potentials for change
The concept of vulnerability has a built-in appeal to do something about a situation; it is a concept that mobilizes into 
action. This makes it a political tool. It is implicit that if something is highlighted as vulnerable, it is entitled to some form 
of protection. How this call for action are received, the ways decision makers relate to the information, will be dominant in 
terms of priorities. In planning and politics there will always be overlapping interests and needs in relation to territory and 
economy. When resources are under pressure, sector interests will impact on priorities and policy guidelines. Vulnerable 
landscapes often end up as the loosing part in priorities.

National states do not only attempt to protect their territory, population and production, but also the global systems that 
they feed on. If those systems are based on global injustice it is inevitable that they have negative impact in other regions 
of the world. Energy conflicts are an example of this: All big military and political conflicts from First World War up to now 
have been related to the control of the world’s oil-reserves. (Ryggvik). A system that is not sustainable will over time 
become vulnerable. Biological, social, economic, technical and cultural systems overlap and affect each other in structural 
dependencies. Many of the systems we are dependent on are unsustainable, and as a consequence the vulnerability of 
communities and ecosystems increases.   

Decision makers are often ignorant to undercurrents in society as opportunities to redefine the future. When processes are 
closed, structured and formalized, the experimental and not yet displayed potentials are ruled out. It is crucial to open up 
and create a reception apparatus for vulnerable initiatives as potentials for change. 

We need to find the ideas that is in the making, under the surface, the things that we don’t yet know. To draw what 
exists out of the shadows of what we know. Projects need to be extremely observant and proactive in pointing out new 
directions, to meet future challenges which can only be met through a hitherto unseen dynamism and flexibility in planning, 
international cooperation and development.

KEU

Man vet for lite, og det finnes ikke. Man vet for mye, 
og det finnes ikke. Å skrive er å trekke det som 
finnes ut fra skyggene av det vi vet.
Karl Ove Knausgård

We know too little, and it does not exist. We know too much, 
and it does not exist. To write is to draw what exists out of the 
shadows of what we know.
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charging the landscape with new energy 

litterature: 
Appearing And Disappearing Landscapes by Knut Eirik Dahl and Nils Mjaaland/Blue line, 1993

Journey through the Picturesque (a Notebook)  by  Iñaki Abalos & Juan Herreros 
in LANDSCAPE URBANISM (AA manual 2003)

schedule: 
sept 25: 	 09.00		  Lecture/ discoussion; charging the landscape with new energy			 
		  10.00		  Supervision

assignment #7: 
key word: “What is my discovery?”
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“The Landscape is not focussed until it becomes “necessary” to do so, and in this respect is not 
prepared for the future. The present map proposes to develop a new legend that seeks to enlighten the 
shadow. The landscape must be prepared for and resist the next leap by remaining the superior space 
in an unforeseeable future. This will force an aesthetics which will have to operate on a large scale, and 
which must deal with more temporal than the constructed world.”

Knut Eirik coined the term “charging the landscape with new energy” for the first time in the international idea 
competition “The Helsinki Tampere Visions” in 1993, where the matter of concern from the Finnish government 
was: How can we avoid irreversible damage to land and landscape by the creation of the planned TGV track 
between Helsinki and Tampere? The term has proved itself sustainable, has followed our practice and entered 
the idea universe which we share with Gisle, Magdalena and a wide range of collaborating partners, including 
you. 
In a discussion of the origin and interpretations of the term, I asked him: “Was it a new mental relation to the 
landscape you were referring to back in 1993?” 
KED: “The concept emerged during a four days slow journey Nils and I did into the strangest, forgotten paths 
and places between the two cities. The Suomi summer was really hot,+ 30 °C, and Nils took these stunning 
beautiful photos of disappearing landscapes that were absolutely not in the searchlight of those forces planning 
the TGV. The ultimate speed compresses the landscape, and we asked ourselves whether it was possible at all 
to establish, in this landscape, a mental condition through interventions which could define entire scenarios in this 
field for future use –preparing the landscape for what is to come, so to speak. The human activities which to the 
present had shaped it were in a process of change and apparently constituting disappearing mental landscapes.”  

(In an even warmer August of 1993 Gisle helped KED putting together the water colour collages for this 
competition and then stated: I have never seen anything like this!)

A very slow progress from Helsinki to Tampere along this walking line is a mental quest to gain understanding 
about cultural change. Theoretically it leads toward the Arctic Sea, touching a landscape which the future should 
be able to investigate as such; it is all about how to recirculate the uniqueness of this nature, which is 
both exhaustible and vulnerable. With a view to a near future it is uncertain where Helsinki ends and Tampere 
begins --’one arrives before spotting the city.

In the article A journey through the picturesque (2003), Iñaki Àbalos and Juan Herreros, observes the 
landscape in the periphery of the city, unprotected landscapes that have been influenced by the city growth 
before urbanity has appeared:
They are formerly degraded zones, endowed with a new urbanity by the gaze of new social subjects. Look at 
the wasteland beyond the outer suburbs; look at the way almost all the emerging forms of socialization have 
been constructed in them (although – or precisely because- they are degraded territories). We are tempted to 
ask whether they might contain a metaphoric model, or whether it is possible to think of it of their complement, 
de–edification, given that the term” wasteland” embodies a fascinating concept: land that has lost its 
attributes before the approach of the city, that is sterilized as the occupation proceeds, but also given a 
transcendental role in its new context. We ask ourselves whether architecture could be constructed the same 
way.

To see the landscape as foreground means to examine the ecosystems opportunities for survival through human 
intervention. With this background we entered the Øresund region with the mosaic::team.

When we are ‘charging a landscape with new energy’ and discussing ‘the producing landscape’, we are in a 
discourse in a larger time range, in a larger common scale between the two countries in the region. We open 

up for discourse in an era in history where imbalance is a recognition, as planning institutions of all types are 
challenged to act on. The tableau of change generated by our visits in the future underlines the need for new 
types of collaborations between hegemonic institutions both in the region and in the wider European field. At the 
same time we are deep into the mosaics inner life and discusses examples that strengthen the line of thought.

These three different Works is based on various indepth research and slow hyper-observational journeys, as 
you now are deeply into. I have made a cartography of your concepts and discoveries, and charged the Malmö 
land and cityscape with your research, as I observe it. This cartography is only tentative and should be seen as 
a challenge for you all to create a challenging common  “ tableau of change”. The blog contains research that 
can charge this kind of reconsidering and remapping of Malmö; A new Malmö Legend. 
The new energy is first and foremost your own research and discoveries, and positively you can read them 
together as systems of informational exchange (G. Bateson). What you do in your projects is in fact to charge 
the landscape. Ask yourselves; “What is my discovery?” How can a new interpretation of the landscape 
penetrate the linear understanding of development? How can resistance be transformed into an offensive, as a 
necessary deviational act. As I discussed related to the offensive and creative understanding of vulnerability? 
How do you prepare the landscape for future potential impacts, how do you open for new type of dynamics? 
Adaptation to climate change has obvious become a key challenge of this image at large (The COP 15 is very 
soon taking place in Copenhagen). A quotation from Mathias et al, introducing a contrary logic, can underline 
this charging of Malmö with new energy: “Through a series of evocative actions the hidden qualitative layers of 
the site is examined. In this way the monoprogramatic appearance of the site is questioned”. 
And to end this charger with Borges: “Almost immediately, reality collapsed at several points - the truth is 
that it wanted to give way “. 

KEU
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This cartography is only tentative and should be seen as 
a challenge for you all to create an inovative and vibrant 
common  “tableau of change”. 
The blog and your latest moves contains research that can 
charge this kind of reconsidering and remapping of Malmö; 
A new Malmö Legend. 
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charging the landscape with your new energy 
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Malmö Voices, dialogue with Christer Larsson
Question KED: The Fourth Space. 
The UN Climate Conferance is underway a cross the bridge in three months from now, it is tempting to 
start this intervju with questions on your strategic and hands-on thinking related to these challenges. 
But – on the telephone you put forward a concept on public spaces called The Fourth Space, which I 
understood as a kind of new strategic and practical guideline organising Malmö urban spaces. Can you 
open up some of your thoughts on this? 
 
Answer, Christer Larsson: Of course I will, The Fourth City space is related to attractiveness and 
the changes in workplaces and lifestyles. Speaking about sustainability as I consider, it´s necessary 
to always speak about social, economic and ecologic issues at the same time. As a background for 
this is the attractivity of the city connected to workplaces and the global competition between regions 
and cities. So we have sustainability and attractiveness as one driver in the process another is the 
knowledge based economy with the change of workplaces, lifestyles, urban and social capital. We 
have a triangular connection between; Attractivity, Florida, creative class, public spaces etc.Innovation, 
innovative structures for new lifestyles and work, innovative methods in planning and social issues. 
Culture/social capital, how people act together to strengthen relations, innovations and growth. So 
that means that if we with spacial planning should meet all this its necessary to have an idea about 
the structure and the relation between buildings and public spaces. This relation are we addressing as 
the 4th city space.Spaces where you live is the 1st, work is the 2nd, public spaces is the 3rd and the 
interaction is the 4th. My idea is that the 4th should promote new lifestyles and the new workplaces. 
Where you work 24 hours a day in meeting places, cafes, libraries etc – the 4th space.There is a 
lot more to say about this, and I add some ppts as well. This is also an ongoing discussion in the 
NordicCityNetwork.Finaly, the sustainable city is always dense and mixed. It consume less transports, 
land and energy. Remember that 80% of energy consumption is related to buildings and structures for 
transportation. God luck with the work and come back with some new tricky questions. 

Malmö Voices, dialogue with Christer Larsson #2
Question, Knut Eirik Dahl: Accessibility, new forms of transport and The Fourth Space: A global 
example? In your last mail you told us that you where on your way to a meeting on Climate Change. 
In the Mosaïc::Region concept we discussed all kinds of new transport forms, in both Malmö and 
Copenhagen and the possible new Øresund Metro with the new connection between Helsingborg and 
Helsingör.We challenged the use of cars versus new and more coordinated webs of transport; walking, 
cycling, trams, busses, metros etc. One of our students from China is now exploring the dynamics 
of Malmö on the cities policies on extended bicycling, as you know Copenhagen is so proud of. The 
student is doing a surprising study of Malmös possible good example on bicycling related to the policies 
in large Chinese cities. He says that the bicycle is loosing its importance in China as the cities get 
bigger, but is gaining importance in Malmö. So, how do we visit your Forth Spaces: by car or in a totally 
new concept on transport forms. Are you exploring a Malmö concept where the car use and consequent 
amount of street asphalt is challenged? How is your policies on coordination of all light and collective 
transport forms. Is Malmö such an example for the world, as our students hope it is? Can he return to 
China with your city as the leading example? 
 
Answer, Christer Larsson: Here are some very quick answers: Bicycling is still an important way to 
commute to the daily work, about 40% of all commuting is done by bicycles. In our planning we try to 
give priority to bicycles and pedestrians and of course public transports. It is very important to develop 
an attractive system for public transport, today this is busses driven by biogas but in the near future 
it will be a tram system as well. Next year the City tunnel will bee opened and that means that we will 
have three nodes in the city structure to use. Combined with the trams this will be attractive for daily 
transports in the city and the region. Concerning the traffic I will also say that it is of great importance 
for developing the 4th cityspace that the cars will reduce their impact of the attractive spaces. Cars 
take a lot of space.Your Chinese student could absolutely use Malmö as an example of a sustainable 
city, I guided the Chinese Minister of Housing and Urbanism, Qiu Baoxing in the Western Harbour last 
Sunday and we had a very nice discussion with him.

Malmö Voices, dialogue with Christer Larsson #3
KED and Tove Helene asks, in question 3  
Does she speak Arabic? 
This question is related to my reaction when you presented us to  one of your young colleges, working 
with the migrant communities in Malmö. And I asked; does she speak Arabic? A question you said you 
have thought  a lot about afterwords. In a lecture at Harvard this spring an Indian  researcher said that 
the global quality of a city is to be measured on how she  (the city) treats the migrant. Our students 
have been exploring Malmö and done discoveries in this field, they have visited Paris and done 
comparative studies and  observations. I asked one of our students to enter into this question to you, 
and she wrote  (before we travelled to Paris):
 
I see the numbers, where are the facts? 
Visiting Malmö through the internet, I got to know that people from 171 different nations live in the city. 
These people represent almost 40 % of all ”malmöers”. Getting to know Malmö by diving in to the world 
of statistics, I understand that ”new malmöers” are representing 12 - 60 % of the population in every 
township. At least 38 nations are represented in each township by more than 10 persons. Centrum got 
inhabitants from 94 different nations. The nation that is biggest represented in one township, is Irak 
with 2881 persons. 
Encircling the city of Malmö and being a visitor that see all the different townships by foot, by cycle, by 
buss, I find expressions of different social layers, different life situations and different ways of living. 
But, I can’t see, and I cant stop wondering, where does the diversity, richness and potential of all the 
new malmöers come to expression? 
By using Knut Eiriks formulation “ Does she speak Arabic?”, I wonder... 
”Where is her cultural treasure expressed?” 
”How is her cultural treasure expressed?” 
”When is her cultural treasure expressed?” 
 
So our dear friend Christer; Can you elaborate on your thinking, your planning strategies, your 
innovations end explorations into the migrant, the stranger, as a force in 
the appearing Malmö? 
 
Christer Larsson answers 
It is a tricky question and can´t been answered so precise, I mean we have a lot of positive effects from 
foreign cultures in Malmö. A lot of new restaurants, a lot of new shops etc, many of the small shops has 
been closed if not immigrants decided to run it. We also have a lot of cultural events and I also believe 
that the Malmöer have been much more open minded than before. 
We have a big challenge in our comprehensive planning, one idea is to engage all the citizens in the 
process so how is that possible, one way is to reach the younger people through f ex new media. We 
know that there is a lot of thing going on in music and media and will try to find and engage them. 
Malmö has also been famous fore the rap-music f ex Timbuktu. 
Integration is really a difficult issue and the key question is the labor market, it so essential that all 
people will have the opportunity to have a daily work to be integrated and learn the language. 
I also believe that it is a long process of hard work in many issues at the same time and it´s not 
easy. My goal is that Malmö should be a multicultural and cosmopolitical city in a positive way, we 
will see. One way is to combine special planning and social economy, f ex to work with connections 
engagement and dialogue in our Dialogue-PM, you can see this PMs on our web. 
We mustn´t forget that our welfare was created by immigrants during the 60ths were we had a lack of 
workers in Europe´s industry and needed to import Italians, Yugoslavs etc, don’t forget that. 
I also suggest that you goes to Möllevångstorget next time, it is an exciting square with a lot of 
commerce. 
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