




Paris
Grands Projets – Grand Paris
In Paris politics and architecture have always been inseparable. Historically with the power establishing buildings of 
ancient kings and Haussmann’s boulevard system cutting open the intricate medieval streets to avoid subversive and 
revolutionary movements to grow in the hidden. In modern time presidents have had the tendencies wanting to leave 
their mark on Paris. Mitterand is the one who has up to now been the most grandiose builder with an impressive list 
of architectural projects realized or started during his governance (the Louvre glass pyramide by IM Pei, the Musee 
d’Orsay, La Villette (a complex at the northeastern edge of the city that includes a vast science museum and an 
exhibition hall. It also has an extraordinary park by Tschumi, a music center by Portzamparc, and the latest is a concert 
hall by Nouvel), the Institute of the Arab World by Nouvel, l’Opéra de la Bastille by Carlos Ott, the Grande Arche of la 
Défense by Spreckelsen, headquarters for the Ministry of Finance at Bercy by Paul Chemetov and Borja Huidobro, la 
Très Grande Bibliothèque by Dominique Perrault).

These were called ‘les Grands Projets’ and Mitterand stated architecture as ‘le premier des arts’. If Mitterand had his 
‘Grand Projets’ Sarkozy now takes it to another scale with his ‘Grand Paris’ project. One of his first presidential acts was 
to invite teams of world famous architects, both for a conference and debate on Paris’ architecture and urbanism, and 
also to create parallell proposals for Grand Paris.

The power of architecture is to be a barometer of the society’s well being. It is an advanced indicator, one of the great 
nuclear/core questions of our time. Nicolas Sarkozy

Infrastructural change
In parallell Mayor Delanoë lanced a project less grandiose and glittering in appearance but surely of a greater importance 
in the everyday lives of the parisians – the remodeling of the parisian traffic systems. A, at the time, provocative act was 
to take space from the already perturbated car streets to create bus corridors and bicycle lanes, today considered a 
success. From the start in year 2000 there was 200km of bicycle lanes in Paris, this has been almost doubled until today, 
and another 200km will be added before 2014. This in addition to the Vélib’ system of rental bikes (about 20 000 bikes 
with stations about every 300 meters) has contributed to a change in the way parisians transport themselves, and even 
think of their city.

Parks and public space
In many big cities projects of public space implemented on different scales have alltogether had an impact both on 
the appearance and the citizens’ possibilities for using the city. In Paris the (re)making of several important parks (La 
Villette, Citroën, Bercy) and the covering of parts of the périphérique ring road are part of a structural transformation on 
a city scale. On a more local community scale gardens and participatory projects are working on the use of small public 
spaces as well as democracy through practice and acting.

M+G

literature: 

Losing control, keeping desire, article by Doina Petrescu from Architecture and participation

schedule: 

oct 19:	 10.00		  Cité de l’architecture et du patrimoine - meet at the stairs, garden side
				    lunch and discussion
		  afternoon	 Centre Pompidou
oct 20:	 10.00		  Quai Branly - meet in the garden outdoor café, then we’ll walk to
				    Palais de Tokyo
		  afternoon	 additional program
oct 21:	 10.00		  Promenade plantée
		  18.00		  56 St Blaise - meeting and discussions with aaa 
oct 22				   individual investigations 
oct 23				   individual investigations

optional / recommended: 

Pavillon de l’Arsenal 
Fondation Cartier (Nouvel)
Parc André Citroën (Clément)
Parc de la Villette (Tschumi)
La Très Grande Bibliothèque (Perrault) and surroundings
Cité de la Mode (Jakob MacFarlane)
Institut du Monde Arabe (Nouvel)
Jussieu Atrium (Périphérique)
+ other proposals to be announced when we meet..
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Christian:
Leaking Park

Tove Helen
Spots

Hermann
Connections / 
Density

Laura
Greenblue
corridors

Johannes
Elasticity

Teng Miao
Biking network

Stine
Live Park

Mathias
Take action

Gaute
Pounds

Mo
Facelift

Kolbjørn
Dynamic aproach

Roberto
Urban life corridor

Tone
Rosengård
Permaculture

Kristian
Archipelago

Tove
Human 
Behavior

Helene
Industry Park

Zlatan
Actions /
Transitions

Mialina
Culture 
of everyday

Helene
DNA

This cartography is only tentative and should be seen as 
a challenge for you all to create an inovative and vibrant 
common  “tableau of change”. 
The blog and your latest moves contains research that can 
charge this kind of reconsidering and remapping of Malmö; 
A new Malmö Legend. 
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Malmö Voices, dialogue with Christer Larsson
Question KED: The Fourth Space. 
The UN Climate Conferance is underway a cross the bridge in three months from now, it is tempting to 
start this intervju with questions on your strategic and hands-on thinking related to these challenges. 
But – on the telephone you put forward a concept on public spaces called The Fourth Space, which I 
understood as a kind of new strategic and practical guideline organising Malmö urban spaces. Can you 
open up some of your thoughts on this? 
 
Answer, Christer Larsson: Of course I will, The Fourth City space is related to attractiveness and 
the changes in workplaces and lifestyles. Speaking about sustainability as I consider, it´s necessary 
to always speak about social, economic and ecologic issues at the same time. As a background for 
this is the attractivity of the city connected to workplaces and the global competition between regions 
and cities. So we have sustainability and attractiveness as one driver in the process another is the 
knowledge based economy with the change of workplaces, lifestyles, urban and social capital. We 
have a triangular connection between; Attractivity, Florida, creative class, public spaces etc.Innovation, 
innovative structures for new lifestyles and work, innovative methods in planning and social issues. 
Culture/social capital, how people act together to strengthen relations, innovations and growth. So 
that means that if we with spacial planning should meet all this its necessary to have an idea about 
the structure and the relation between buildings and public spaces. This relation are we addressing as 
the 4th city space.Spaces where you live is the 1st, work is the 2nd, public spaces is the 3rd and the 
interaction is the 4th. My idea is that the 4th should promote new lifestyles and the new workplaces. 
Where you work 24 hours a day in meeting places, cafes, libraries etc – the 4th space.There is a 
lot more to say about this, and I add some ppts as well. This is also an ongoing discussion in the 
NordicCityNetwork.Finaly, the sustainable city is always dense and mixed. It consume less transports, 
land and energy. Remember that 80% of energy consumption is related to buildings and structures for 
transportation. God luck with the work and come back with some new tricky questions. 

Malmö Voices, dialogue with Christer Larsson #2
Question, Knut Eirik Dahl: Accessibility, new forms of transport and The Fourth Space: A global 
example? In your last mail you told us that you where on your way to a meeting on Climate Change. 
In the Mosaïc::Region concept we discussed all kinds of new transport forms, in both Malmö and 
Copenhagen and the possible new Øresund Metro with the new connection between Helsingborg and 
Helsingör.We challenged the use of cars versus new and more coordinated webs of transport; walking, 
cycling, trams, busses, metros etc. One of our students from China is now exploring the dynamics 
of Malmö on the cities policies on extended bicycling, as you know Copenhagen is so proud of. The 
student is doing a surprising study of Malmös possible good example on bicycling related to the policies 
in large Chinese cities. He says that the bicycle is loosing its importance in China as the cities get 
bigger, but is gaining importance in Malmö. So, how do we visit your Forth Spaces: by car or in a totally 
new concept on transport forms. Are you exploring a Malmö concept where the car use and consequent 
amount of street asphalt is challenged? How is your policies on coordination of all light and collective 
transport forms. Is Malmö such an example for the world, as our students hope it is? Can he return to 
China with your city as the leading example? 
 
Answer, Christer Larsson: Here are some very quick answers: Bicycling is still an important way to 
commute to the daily work, about 40% of all commuting is done by bicycles. In our planning we try to 
give priority to bicycles and pedestrians and of course public transports. It is very important to develop 
an attractive system for public transport, today this is busses driven by biogas but in the near future 
it will be a tram system as well. Next year the City tunnel will bee opened and that means that we will 
have three nodes in the city structure to use. Combined with the trams this will be attractive for daily 
transports in the city and the region. Concerning the traffic I will also say that it is of great importance 
for developing the 4th cityspace that the cars will reduce their impact of the attractive spaces. Cars 
take a lot of space.Your Chinese student could absolutely use Malmö as an example of a sustainable 
city, I guided the Chinese Minister of Housing and Urbanism, Qiu Baoxing in the Western Harbour last 
Sunday and we had a very nice discussion with him.

Malmö Voices, dialogue with Christer Larsson #3
KED and Tove Helene asks, in question 3  
Does she speak Arabic? 
This question is related to my reaction when you presented us to  one of your young colleges, working 
with the migrant communities in Malmö. And I asked; does she speak Arabic? A question you said you 
have thought  a lot about afterwords. In a lecture at Harvard this spring an Indian  researcher said that 
the global quality of a city is to be measured on how she  (the city) treats the migrant. Our students 
have been exploring Malmö and done discoveries in this field, they have visited Paris and done 
comparative studies and  observations. I asked one of our students to enter into this question to you, 
and she wrote  (before we travelled to Paris):
 
I see the numbers, where are the facts? 
Visiting Malmö through the internet, I got to know that people from 171 different nations live in the city. 
These people represent almost 40 % of all ”malmöers”. Getting to know Malmö by diving in to the world 
of statistics, I understand that ”new malmöers” are representing 12 - 60 % of the population in every 
township. At least 38 nations are represented in each township by more than 10 persons. Centrum got 
inhabitants from 94 different nations. The nation that is biggest represented in one township, is Irak 
with 2881 persons. 
Encircling the city of Malmö and being a visitor that see all the different townships by foot, by cycle, by 
buss, I find expressions of different social layers, different life situations and different ways of living. 
But, I can’t see, and I cant stop wondering, where does the diversity, richness and potential of all the 
new malmöers come to expression? 
By using Knut Eiriks formulation “ Does she speak Arabic?”, I wonder... 
”Where is her cultural treasure expressed?” 
”How is her cultural treasure expressed?” 
”When is her cultural treasure expressed?” 
 
So our dear friend Christer; Can you elaborate on your thinking, your planning strategies, your 
innovations end explorations into the migrant, the stranger, as a force in 
the appearing Malmö? 
 
Christer Larsson answers 
It is a tricky question and can´t been answered so precise, I mean we have a lot of positive effects from 
foreign cultures in Malmö. A lot of new restaurants, a lot of new shops etc, many of the small shops has 
been closed if not immigrants decided to run it. We also have a lot of cultural events and I also believe 
that the Malmöer have been much more open minded than before. 
We have a big challenge in our comprehensive planning, one idea is to engage all the citizens in the 
process so how is that possible, one way is to reach the younger people through f ex new media. We 
know that there is a lot of thing going on in music and media and will try to find and engage them. 
Malmö has also been famous fore the rap-music f ex Timbuktu. 
Integration is really a difficult issue and the key question is the labor market, it so essential that all 
people will have the opportunity to have a daily work to be integrated and learn the language. 
I also believe that it is a long process of hard work in many issues at the same time and it´s not 
easy. My goal is that Malmö should be a multicultural and cosmopolitical city in a positive way, we 
will see. One way is to combine special planning and social economy, f ex to work with connections 
engagement and dialogue in our Dialogue-PM, you can see this PMs on our web. 
We mustn´t forget that our welfare was created by immigrants during the 60ths were we had a lack of 
workers in Europe´s industry and needed to import Italians, Yugoslavs etc, don’t forget that. 
I also suggest that you goes to Möllevångstorget next time, it is an exciting square with a lot of 
commerce. 
 


